NOW FOR GREATER NEW-YORK

THE OONSOLIDATION COMMISSION
PREPARES A NEW BILL

Jt "roposes (o Leave the Preparation
2 o Charier with the Legisiatuare
After the People Affected Have
Voted on the Question—A Copy of
the Proposed Bill—Enthasiastic Ex-
pressions of Vietws by the Commis-
xioners.

A genuine praise meeting was held yes-
terday at the office of the commission to
make plans for consolidating this city and
its outlying communities into the ° greater

New-York.”

There were two subjects for profound
mutual congratulation on the part of An-
drew A. Green and his associates in the
great work of binding together the cit:i-
zens of the metropolitan community.

The first subject for praise was the
raecent election in Brooklyn, which * ty-
rhooned,” to use Mr. Green’s enthusiastic
expression—a number of Legislators to Al-
bany from the City of Churches, who are
in favor of and who are pledged to their

constituents to vote for the consolidation
of that city ard its suburbs with New-
York.

The second subject for congratulation
was the completion and unanimous indorse-
ment at yesterday’s meeting of a bill
which, it is believed by the commission,
will carry the project of the *‘ greater
New-York ”” a long way toward final ac-
camplishment.

This bill, which was prepared by J. S.
T. Stranahan, Andrew H. Green, and Ed-
ward F. Linton, provides for what is re-
garded by the commission as an easy, sim-
ple, and speedy way for bringing the sub-
ject of consolidation before the people in-
terested.

The bill does not contzin the features
which proved objectionable to the last
two Leislatures. In effect, it provides that
the residents of the territory which it 1s
proposed to annex shall be glven an oppor-
tunity to vote for or against consolidation
at the next general election.

All that tha next Legislature {3 to be asked
to do is to give the people a chance to vote
on the question. The entire privilege of
granting consolidation is to rest with the
Legislature. After the people have spoken
at the poles, the Legislature is still left
free to do as it ses fit in the matter.

The present bill does not reserve to the
Consolidation Comimission the right to
draw & charter for the *‘ greater New-
York.”” That provision was in the bill
submitted to the Legislature last year. It
pProved a stumbling block to its passage.

By the new act,the * greater New-York "
iIs to comprise New-York City., Brooklyn
and all of Kings County, Staten Island,
Long Island City, Flushing, Newtown, Ja-
maieca, a part of Hempstead, L. L, all of
the town of Westchester, and the south-
ern parts of the towns of East Chester and
Pelham.

The people of New-York City are alone
to vote on the question of taking in zall
of the surrounding territory named in the

bill. They cannot discriminate against any
of the contiguous communities. The peo-
Pple in Brookilyn and in all the other places
In the *“ greater New-York,”” except this
city, are merely to vote as to whether or
not they want their particular territory to
be taken in.

For instance, the residents of Staten Isl-
end may vote agalnst thelr consolidation
with New-York. On the other hand, the
Tesidents of Long Island City might vote
for consolidation.

In this way, as is proposed by the Con-

solidation Commission, the Legislature will
be able to learn exactly who are anxious to
come in and who are »not.

The Iegislature is to be left free to take
the votes of the various communities as a

guide, in fixing the boundaries of the
“ greater New-York,” in case consolidatiou
1s determined on by that body. It is not
to be bound to the limits of territory named
by the Consolidation Commission in its biil

There is already a strong and organized
sentiment in Brooklyn in favor of consoli-
dation. There is szid to be an equally strong
sentiment for consolidation in I.ong Island
City.

According to a report made yesterday to
the commission by James A. Townsend of
Bay Ridge, 1. 1., the subjects of Shore In-
spector Cornelius Furgueson are tired of his
misrule, and are, by a large majority, in
favor of “ annexation to something,”” with
no prejudice against making New-York
that ** something.”’

Although yesterday’s meeting of the Con-
solidation Commission was brief, it was
regarded by the members as one of the
most encouraging and important in the his-
tory of that organization.

The commission met in the office of An-
drew H. Green, 214 Broadwav. There were
present, beside Chairman Green, * PFirst
Citizen”” J. S. T. Stranahan of Brooklyn,
State Engineer and Surveyor Martin
Schenck, Frederic W. Devoe, George J.
Greenfield, John IL. Hamilton, Edward F.
Linton, Calvert Vaux, and Secretary Albert
E. Henschel.

After the usual short formality of reading
the minutes of the previous meeting, Presi-
dent Green brought forth the new bill for
& “greater New-York.”

Mr, Green spoke in terms of the highest
satisfaction and encouragement concerning

the Dbill. Its provisions were simple, he .
said, and provided merely for submitting

the whole guestion of consolidation to the
beoDple. The bill contained none of the ex-
traneous and objectlonable features of pre-
vious bills submitted by the commission to
the Legislature. In plain terms it defined
the proposed boundaries of the territory to
be consolidated, and provided for the mma-
chiinery by which a popular expression of
opinion on the subject could be obtained.
Alluding to the recent political upheaval

in Brooklyn, Mr. Green said the commis-

8ion found peculiar cause for rejoicing over
the *“* typhoon *’
A number of men pledged to a popular vote

on consolidation had been elected to the |
Legislature—* typhooned’ to the Legisla-~

ture—from Brooklyn.
Mr. Green pointed out that the especially

Oobjectionable feature of the previous bllil,
the commission the power to draft a

&iving

charter for the * greater New-York,”” had
been omitted from oy

greatly
York and Brooklyn.

It was this obnoxious section which Mavor
of Brookl{?eglsespeclauy urged .

Boody
against it at the last

sent Corporzation Counsel
to say that he was

le of Brooklyn a chance to vote on the
8ub§ect of consolidation, but he did not

lature. The Mayor
Jenks to Albany

want the Consolidation Commission to draw

the charter for the * greater New-York.”

The bill submitted by President Green to

the commission was as follows:
An act providing for the submission of the

nestion of consolidation of the City of New- -
ork with certain territory, under a single ad-

ministration, to 8 vote of the people.

The people of the State of New-York, Trepre- 5
do enact as

Section 1. The territory referred to in thig '
City of New-

sented Iin Senate and Assembly,
Lollows:

%_ctk'u as iouows.d t& Mtt:.h
ork, Long Islan Ly, e County of Kings,
the County of Richmond, the towns of West-
» Flushing, Newtown, and Jamadica, and
t portion of the towns of East Chester and
Zelha.m which 1lle southerly of a straight line
wn from the point where the northerly line
of the City of New-York meets the centre line
of the Bronx Rtver, to the middle of the channel
mgm Hunter’'s and QGlen Islands, in Long
Sound, and that part of the town of
Bempatead which is westerly of a straight line
arawn from the southeasterly point of the town
of Flushing, through the middle oY the chennel
between Rockaway Besach and Shelter Island to
the Atlantic Ocean.

Sec. 2. At the next general election held in
this State there =shgll! be submitted to a *vote
of the duly qualified electors of the sazid terri-
tory the estion of its consolidation under
one m government; and for this pur-
pose, thare shall be prescribed by the proper
sutborities, in each election distriet therein,
separate bDallots, as hereinafter described, and
separate ballot boxes, in the manner and by the
gsonn a8 required by the provisions of Chapter
oL the Laws of 1892, entitled, “°An act in re-
aiion to the elections, 6

The

S

of the General !l.aws,” and any act or acts
Amendgiory thereof or supplementnry thereto,
for the submission of "a constitutional amend-
ment or other proposition or question t> a »opu-
lar vaote. QOne half of the number of said bal-
lots shall read, *° For JConscolidation,”” aand the
other half of the number f suid ballots shall
read. ' Against Consolidation,”” and the In-
dorsement on sald ballots sha.l read, ** Consoli-
dation.'' Each elector shall be provided., in ad-
dition to the other baillots furnished at said
clection, with w> ballots, one of which shall
be ‘" for "’ and the other ‘' agalnst ™ said con-
solidation. All the provisions of saig Chupter
€80 of the Laws of 1892 relating to the submission
of a constitutiona]l amendment or 3ther propo-
sition or question to a popular vote shall, in all
respects, be followed, complied with, appllied to,
and carired into cffect in the submission of said
praposition or question of consolidation to a
popular vote as herein provided; a2nd no ballots
on sald pronosition or question shall be deemed
invalid by reason of any error in dimensions,
style of printing., cr other formal dafect, or by
having been deposited in a wrong ballat bok,
but all such ballots shall be canvassed and re-
turned as if said error or formal defect had
not existed, or as if they had been deposited
in the box required for that purpose. The bal-
lots cast in each 2f said election districts, ex-
cept in the City of New-York, shall be deemed
and taken as an expression of the voters, as the
case may be, in favor of or agajnst the consoli-
dation with the City of New-York of the city,
county, village, fown, or part of a town men-
tioned in the first section, in which the said dis-
trict is situated, and the ballots czst upon said
proposition or question in the City of New-York
shall be deemed and taken as an expression
of the voters, as the case may be, in favor »of
or ggainst the consolidation of the territory men-
tioned in Section 1 of this act under one munici-
pal government. Within ten days after the votes
upon said question of consolidation shall have
been canvassed and returned, the Secretary of
State shall make and file a certificate in his
office of the result of said vote of each city,
county, village, town, or part of a town in-
cluded within the territory mentioned in the
first section of this act.

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect immediately.:

Mr. Green told the commission there were
abundant and evident signs that the senti-
ment in favor of the ‘ greater New-York ”
was strongly and rapidly growing among
the people. He looked on the result of the
recent elections hereabout as showing
there was now a far greater probability of
success for consolidation before the L.egis-
lature and the people.

Mr. Linton moved the adoption by the
commission of the bill presented by Presi-
dent Green.

Mr. Greenfield, representing Staten Islang,
said he thought it would be a good plan
to insert the word *“ villages’ in the bill
among the list of subdivisional communi-
ties. This was assented to, and the ward
was inserted. ' .

The venerable First Citizen of Brooklyn
praised the new bill as warmly as had
President Green. He stated that the bill
which was to be submitted to the Legislature
would have no binding effect on that body.
It would merely afford the public an op-
portunity to be heard on the vital question
of consolidation. The commission, Mr.
Stranahan sald, was entirely willing to be
bound by the wishes of the people In this
matter. It would be glad to receive sug-
gestions from the people, in the shape -of
g::lﬁdlﬁcations or alterations of the existing

“* We want,” Mr. Stranahan saild, * the
fullest scrutiny of the bill and the greatest
possible discussion of its features. We are
willing to have the bill modifi or altered
to suit the wishes of the people.

““ The bill is intended merely as a recom-
mendation to the L.egislature,” .

Mr. Devoe moved that the three men who
drafted the bill, together with Mr. Green-
fleld, should be named a committee to
f)resent the bill to the Legislature, and urge
ts adoption This motion was adopted.

James A. Townsend of Bay Ridge was
introduced to the commission. Bay Ridge
is In New-Utrecht, and 18 under the domi-
nation of Cornelius Furgueson. For some
time the decent people of New-Utrecht have
been disgusted with their political ‘ boss,”
and have been seeking to deliver thems-
selves by getting New-Utrecht annexed to
Brooklyn or New-York. .

“* We want to be annexed to somebody
or something pretty quick,”” Mr. Townsend
said. “ The question 1s, *Who to,’ or
‘What to.” Bay Ridge is populated largely
by New-York business men, who go home
every night to sleep. They want to sleep
and do business, not under different gov-
ernments, but under the same government.

‘“We have had a meeting, and we all
favor annexation, but we don’t know what
1o do, and we have come to you to find out
the best course to pursue. When we learn
what is best for us to 4o, we will do it.
1 feel confident when the question of an-
nexation to New-York comes to a vote,
fully 7 per cent. of our people in New-
Utrecht will hold up both hands. We are
heartily in favor of the scheme.” |

Mr. Stranahan sald he was glad to hear
such an expression of opinion from a resi-
dent of New-Utrecht. The First Citizen
advised Mr. Townsend that the best course
for him, and for his fellow citizens, to
pursue was to let the New-Utrecht repre-
sentative In the Legislature know eir
views, and the importance to them of his
favoring the present bill to give the people
a chance to vote on the question of an-
nexation. _

Secretary Henschel was instriacted to
represent the Consolidation Commission at
a mass meeting on annexation to be
held at Stracks’s Casino, Ravenswood,
L. I, Dec. 21. Secretary Henschel will
present facts and figures to the meeting in
favor of the * greater New-York.” )

The commission adjourned, subject to the
call of the Chairman. | :

in the City or Churches.

the new bill, thus adding '
to its acceptability to the Legisla-
ture and to the politicians of both New-

willing to give the
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